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and bred to govern them.    But was it to be supposed that the multitude, having learned the reality of its power,   would long acquiesce  in  subjection   to  any crowned ruler ?    Metternich therefore aimed at giving the Austrian Kaiser an army at least as powerful as that now possessed by Prussia.    " It is moreover," he had long since said to Napoleon, " necessary to us as your ally.    We  may  not draw  the  sword,   but we cannot speak with authority in the council-chamber unless we are in a position to draw it with some effect." These  considerations  had  not  indeed prevented Metternich  from approaching Castlereagh with proposals  for  a general  pacification.    The French ambassador in  London  may, as  Metternich said, have been privy  to all  that was  going  forward.    At  the same  time  the mission of  the   Austrian   agent  to London was marked by elaborate  secrecy ; that  he might avoid Paris, the Vienna emissary travelled by the circuitous route of Copenhagen and Gothenburg. The exact proposal thus brought to Castlereagh was, for such friendly intervention on the part of Austria, a peacemaker armed to the teeth, as would bring to a close the desolating war.    Not that  Austria contemplated  active opposition   to  Napoleon.    On  the contrary,   Wessenberg,   the  Vienna   envoy,   was   to insist with  the   British Foreign Office on  the good understanding    that   existed    between   Vienna   and the Tuileries.    The French Government, however, so effectually dissembled all affection for its Austrian ally that, contriving to intercept the messenger from Vienna, it arrested him  at Hamburg,  and  examined  all his despatches to report on to Napoleon.    At the same
time  Austria's  role  as  European  mediator  did  not
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